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HABS No. NY-470 

HABS 

UNITED STATES SUB-TREASURY ?^\TPYA 
Nassau and Pine Streets, Manhattan 31-NSYO, 

New lork County, New Xork "- 

Owners United States Government 

Date of erection; May 1834-May 1841 

Architect: Ithiel Town and Alexander J. Davis 

Present condition: Good 

Description;  (From report of April 1935 by Thomas T. Waterman) 

The exterior, design of the building is in the Greek Doric 
style with hectastyle porticos on the Wall (south) and Pine 
(north) Street fronts. The Nassau Street (west) and the east 
side, now obscured by adjacent buildings, are of fourteen bays, 
the two end bays opening into the porticos, and the others being 
recessed between pilasters. Because of the great difference in 
grade between Pine and Wall Streets the south front has eighteen 
granite steps the full width of the building, while the north 
front is almost level with the street and has only three steps. 
Only the central bay on this side is accessible, as the spaces 
between the columns are closed with cast-iron fences, evidently 
original and very interesting. The areaway on the Nassau Street 
(west) side similarly is protected by a fence extending the full 
length of this side. This fence is also of cast iron but of 
slightly different design. 

The interior is of great architectural distinction and im- 
portance. A wide vaulted hall is entered from the north, flanked 
on either side with two huge rooms with vaulted ceilings. At the 
southern end of the hall is the entrance to the magnificent ro- 
tunda. At right angles to the hall and betvjeen the rotunda and 
east and west rooms are two lateral passages, the eastern one be- 
ing the stair hall. The balancing passage is at present closed 
off, but there are evidences that at an earlier date this too 
may have contained another stairway. The rotunda carries up 
into the second-floor space, the plan of this floor and the floor 
above being similar to the first floor. 

The architecture and ornament of the interior is very dis- 
tinguished, being a beautiful and restrained rendering of the 
Greek neo-classic. The entrance hail is aivided into bays by 
marble piers surmounted by a simply moulded marble cornice, the 
bed mould of which is carved with egg-and-dart ornament. The 
walls and ceilings are plastered and now painted ivory white. 
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The ceiling is an elliptical barrel-vault with penetrations and a 
traverse band from pier to pier, the soffit of which is paneled 
■with anthemia. Doorways framed with marble architraves are 
placed at the center of each bey, the original cast-iron doors 
having been replaced by later wood paneled doors and frames. The 
stairway is formed by one-piece interlocking granite blocks canti- 
levered from the wall. The balustrade is a rather unsatisfactory 
design in cast iron of anthemion scrolls forming baluster panels 
fixed to each tread. The handrail is disproportionally heavy and, 
with the balustrade, is now painted dark green. 

The east and west rooms are very large, four bays long and 
two bays viide, completely covered with intersecting barrel-vault- 
ing, which is supported down the center by three fluted Greek 
Doric columns of stone painted white. The vault is enriched with 
sunk panels. Both these rooms are now partitioned off into of- 
fices, and their architecture is much obscured because of this. 

The hall in the basement is much the same as on the first 
floor but simpler and lower. The flanking rooms have been al- 
tered for use as vaults, the floors being lowered and the walls 
lined with steel plate. The undercroft of the rotunda must have 
been extremely effective in its original state. Now, however, it 
is mutilated by a men*s lavatory on one side and by supply lock- 
ers, dressing rooms, carpenter benches, etc.  It is a circular 
room with a huge circular stone pier in the center to support the 
marble floor above, and pierced by two intersecting passages. 
Between it and the walls is sprung a shallow plaster barrel-vault. 
There are four recessed bays on the cardinal axes, each of which 
is set off from the rest of the undercroft by four extremely 
truncated unfluted columns of the Greek Doric order. These are 
hardly two diameters high and carry e simple entablature. 

The rotunda is directly over the undercroft and has the same 
plan except that the central pier is omitted. Each of the re- 
cessed bays is screened by a range of four fluted Corinthian 
columns of marble placed in antis between fluted Corinthian 
pilaster-piers. Between the latter are recessed panels contain- 
ing doors into rooms in each corner of the square, out of which 
the rotunda is devised. A continuous entablature surmounts the 
columns and pilasters.  There is an elliptical domic&l ceiling 
covering the rotunda, with recessed panels and a lantern which 
largely lights the room, piercing the crown of the dome.  In each 
of the recessed bays are doorways with marble surrounds. Cast- 
iron galleries occur in each of the recessed bays at the second- 
floor line, entered by doors at this level.  The floors of the 
galleries are of cast iron with delicately coffered soffits, 
supported on attenuated iron brackets.  The rail is also of cast 
iron, and is formed of caryatids holding in their hands acanthus 
scrolls which make the infill. There are two spiral, self- 
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supporting stone stairs leading from the rotunda to the third 
floor. These are entered from doors centered on the two rotunda 
piers at the south end of the building. The rotunda floor is of 
grey and white marble, laid in simple geometric design. Much of 
this is covered by a temporary raised floor for the counters of 
the Passport Division, which uses the rotunda. These counters 
are baroque Victorian, and, while much inferior to the rest of 
the architectural design, are of considerable interest as ex- 
amples of their period. 

The roof is constructed of overlapping marble slabs supported 
by brick arches. 

Additional Data: 

The building was originally designed as a custom house for 
the City of New lork and was used as such until about i860, when 
it was taken over as the United States Sub-Treasury. 

A competition was held in 1833 for the design of the build- 
ing, and first prize was awarded Ithiel Town and Alexander J. 
Davis. The commissioners, however, apparently did not like the 
interior arrangement and they, therefore, engaged William Ross, 
an fcnglish architect then residing in Mew York, to modify the 
interior. Ross1 modification gave a plan substantially like that 
which now exists, as well as an arrangement which would permit 
fireproof masonry vaulting, which the present building has. 
These designs were published in London's Architectural Magazine 
of London in  December 1835- Ross was followed by John Frazee, 
who is generally known as the architect. Frazee superintended 
almost the entire construction of the building and undoubtedly 
prepared most of the working drawings and details, following, 
however, the exterior composition of Town and Davis and the inte- 
rior arrangement of Vtilliam Ross. 

Mrs. Thomas ftood Hastings, granddaughter of John Frazee, has 
drawings and other valuable data on the building which is avail- 
able for inspection. Mrs. Hastings says that the marble of 
which the entire building was constructed was known as "dolo- 
mite," and came from a quarry near Tuckahoe in ttestchester, Kew 
2ork. 

The Avery Library of Columbia University owns one of Davis* 
sections showing the original arrangement of the interior. It 
also possesses the London Magazine with Ross* article, together 
with a drawing for some of the detail by John Frazee. 

Author: yA^s***-**, ^>< H^^^d*^ 

4* Approver     YiKxJ       S/S* 
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k ohilh    ol'j X±X: Th'- G ■ 

'ine  fiescT'ipr; \ori  o'1'   v,ne   byi Xbx; \g  ir.v Barber  and 
TTGV;C ' s   "historical  Collections   of   bhe  at-be  o.f Hew York,"   ' 
paol:' ^rieo   In  1841,   indicates   bhe  pride   v/ltb  which   this 
building  "■■:•■?   then   regarded   by   the   citizens   of  New  York 
before   it became  dwarfed  by   surroinidln;;   skyscrapers; 

"This   structure   surpasses   any building  of   its 
Bi.se   in   the   ;.or Id,   ho th   in   the  h e a u ty  o f   i t a   do a ign  and 
the  durability  of   its   construction.      It   is   in   the   form 
of   v   oaralleiograru   200  foot   Ion-1;  VDO   i-0   feet  wide;   and 
rbout  60   feet   in height  from  the   bobtoin   of   the   foundation   '■ 
v/all   to   the   top,     .brick,   granite   and   jnarcle   are  used,  in 
the   construction;   all   the   inside   walls   are   of  brick,   with 
the   exception  of   those   in   the   rotunda,   which  arc   of marble. 
The   steps   and  stairs   throughout   <'^e   of   a   Xighb-eolored 
granite,   employed  for   the   sake   of durability,     AJfc  the 
extremity  of   the   entrance  hall   Is   the   rotunda,   or   large 
c i i' cui a i •   up a r tine n t   t o   o e  u s e b.   a s   th e   c oil e c t or'ts   o f f .1 e e • 
knis   is   a roost  splendid  room;   the  roof   is   supported  by 
16  b e au t i fu 1  ) n s rh 1 e   c o IUJ i;n s,   h i ;■ ph 1 y p o 11 s h e d,   w i th  C o r - 
inthian  capitals,   30   feet high   and   2   feet   8  inches   in  di- 
smetar.     The   di?netor   of  the  rOtuncla   is   60  feef   in   the 
the   clear,   and  60   f e^t   in  the   recesses «      The   largest 
blocks  of karble  used   in the building weigh thirty-three 
tons .!I 

!!khe  marble   slabs   for   f}).e  roof  weigh  300   or  400 
pounds,   and  lap  over   each   other-   eight   inches   wlbh  an upper 
and   under  lip,   to   alloy;  of   the   ozpyu'sive   power,   and   to 
keep   out   the   least  psrttcle   of  w-h;er.     The   entire   outside 
of   this   splendid  edifice  is   of marble  with  the .exception   • 
of   the  grsnite   steps.      There   is   not  a  particle   of  woodwork 
in  any part  of  the   build.iirg,   ^nci  it   is  probably   the   only 
structure   in   the   world   that has   been  erected   so  entirely 
fire-proof.      This   elegant  odifice  was   commenced  in  Uay,   1834, 
and  finished   In hay,   1841.      The   cost,   ground   inclusive, 
wss   ■„ 1,175,000--building  alone,   ".,.950,000,     The   architect 
is  kr.   -John kraxee,   and   it will  probably   remain for  ages  a 
monur-ient   of his   skill.'.' 

James  killer,   In his   "Ken Y rak   ^s   lb   ls,ir   printed 
in  1GG3,   says   of   the   buildings 

!rIt   is   a   splendid building,   constructed   in   the 
Doric   order  of   Irecian  architecture.      It   is  built   in the 
most   substantial  manner  of white  :..srble,   something  after 
the   moobel  of   the  Parthenon   ?t  Athens;   as   a piece"  of masonry,' 
ii    I?   ^  nr]   to   ?ny   struchu e   extent,   snd   to   judpo   f-^oi i 
"npeaL'aiceE ,   likely   io  be-co^«   rs  endn"in ^  -us   bhe   Ik, ranids . H. 

Le 
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v ,  ,  J(  OrbbGn  II0"j£E---Thc   structure   intended   for 
u'ic   fun>e iaod*.;tion  of   two   revenue   oiT'-CorR   of   ibis 
c t ry,    It  ne-rly   coupletea.     The   fences   yncl   so;- ffolding 
bf^c  b°en  removed,   which  gives   P   fvuirsr  view   of  the 
g^rwj-  1  outlines   ?-.nd  proportions   of   the  building, 
II   it   t* o hundred  feet  in  j-engfhand  ninety  feet  v/ide, 
alhr   t   ^porticos   of   eight   columns   eech  fronting   on 
,-11 o   iJ 5; tree is,   constructed   cf f er  the   Greco an 

Doi ic  'Jiyle  of  architecture. 

of   me   rrroerxor  oi    uwe   eon ice   enaoj.es 
n "o   a  de^ emotion   of  so=e   of   its   warts,      fne 

-. i lyr**- v     . Din  in   wis   oenure,   assignee   ro   oe   wne   coi.ieci.or-' s 
deo  _ t' 'vi t,   is  between eighty   and  ninety  feet  In  dia- 
n^tt-r,   \ j th   a  dome   overhead,   supported  by   sixteen  col- 
n^as,   ii' he   of  solid   pieces   of  rrarble.      'the   caoibwls 
oi'   .  i     columns,   as  well   as   the  pane lings  of   the  vaulted 
a <=-11IT _,   a re   ex c e e 6 ing ly   r i oh  a nd  b e au t i f u 1.     1'b.e   c o 1 - 
u rns   Inrjigelves   P r e   of  a  C o r i n. th I e n  orde r,   c op 1 e & v: e 
^J onnj,"<=■,   froifi those  of  the  tenrgIe  of Jiipiter  Stator In 
rtorre. 

"There   t*e   three   stories   above   the  b^-erent,    the   floors 
(Jf   a, t cit   r:;-e   funned by vaultings   cf  groined   arches,   and 
tne   c    > 1  rrga   of  vf i Ich   •:■ re   fin I ^ ■" d   in   f   of ^ a t e   a tyle 
of  j e ne 1 wo r k.      On  the  s i d e   t o ward a   r ine  a t re e t,   the re 
arc   e t pjit   rooms   of   clmlisr  flirenslons   thirty by  fifty, 
hntended   for   the   officer   of  the  ihvel   agent,   Purveyor 
r nd   ibc-aver,      In   the   second   siorg   are   four   galleries, 
running  r round   the   grert   contr' 1   room.      Two   stairways, 
ri dit  hnd   left,   rise   about ritdwry   of  foe  interior,   as- 
cen< "mj   Pron   the  baseuent   bo   the   attic.     besides   these 
hhera   'J1e   two  spiral   stairwag s   running  from   the   rotunda 
b   tie   r'flc,   to  facilitate  access   to   the upper roons 
on   ^Mt-   -umtb. front   of   the  house* 

!" The   ricors   jino   .roof   of  this  building   are   entirely  of 
),v/M]e-,   vn.C>   there   is  not   a particle   of  wood   in  any prrt 
o[   ic.      . 11   the   doors,   sr shes,   and   ra:1 liu ;.s   are  made   of 
r<- c. i    * -rm,   Out  what hwws   inppe^red   to  un   swan in f   singular 
Is   ih II   the   iron  v;ork,   which   Is   nortl»   polished, 
ohon^   b-   painted  unite.     It   gh nt-   too  gumt   a  unlfor nity 
, J    * g>^>   voice   to   the   building,   which  being white   in every 
j"r>   ,      0' Id   be   irprovod If   the   iron  worh wex-e   lef I  in 
11 G  ni c ''•?;!   color  or  brought   to  a   light  bronze   finish, 
;;e   , m*    eog   gge  letter   <o   Lhe   feste   of   th;ft   architect, 
11 j? rs r e if (Evening  Post.) 

(See   t!xhe  Eew  world"   -   Sent,   bf,   1C:.0  -   Purges   263-R70) 
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SUB-TREASUHT  BTJILDIHG 31-EEYO 
New York, New York 53_ ' 

Owner:    XI* S,   Government,  National Park Service 

Date of Erection:     1842 

Arc hi teat:    Ithiel Town and Alex J.  Davis. 

Builder:    Unknown 

Present Condition:     Good 

Materials of Construction:     Granite,   brick,   cast iron, marble 
floors * 

Other Existing Records;     History of Public Buildings under care 
of the Treasury Department'; Washington, 
1901,  p.417; Pagent of America, T. F. 
Haralin, Yale,  1926,  p.135;  The Archi- 
tect,  February  1929,  p.522, 

Additional Data:     Land purchased,   1816,   1832 and 33,    Building 
completed in 1842.     Cost $939,301,    Used as 
Customs House  1842-82 then designated Sub- 
Treasury.    Transferred to National Park 
Service recently  as Historic monument,  and 
now maintained by them though used in part 
for Passport Bureau, 
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